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FINAL  COORDINATION 

The  attached  Environmental  Assessment  remains  essentially  unchanged  from 
the  document  signed  by  the  Federal  Highway  Administration  (FHWA)  on 
August  28,  1987.  Part  VII.  -  SUMMARY  (page  19)  is  added  to  this  docu- 
ment to  incorporate  the  combined  location  and  design  public  hearing  held 
on  October  22,  1987.  Summary  of  the  proceedings,  list  of  the  partici- 
pants and  the  Montana  Highway  Commission's  approval  of  the  project  as 
presented  at  the  public  hearing  are  made  part  of  this  document  and 
placed  at  the  end  of  the  appendix. 

Since  the  approval  by  FHWA  of  this  document  for  public  availability,  no 
changes  have  occurred  at  the  project  site  or  any  modifications  made  to 
the  proposed  project  as  described  in  this  document. 

The  FINDING  OF  NO  SIGNIFICANT  IMPACT  (FONSI)  for  the  Environmental 
Assessment  precedes  this  page.  The  signed  FONSI  completes  the  require- 
ments for  a  final  environmental  document  on  this  proposed  project. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  ASSESSMENT 

I .     DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  PROPOSED  ACTION 

The  proposed  action  consists  of  widening  to  four  lanes 
an  existing  two  lane  section  of  U.S.  Highway  2  in  Flathead  County, 
beginning  just  outside  the  Kalispell  northern  urban  boundary 
and  extending  about  4.6  miles  northeasterly  towards  Columbia 
Falls  to  a  point  almost  adjacent  to  the  Glacier  Park  International 
Airport.   The  project  location  is  shown  on  Figure  1. 

The  proposed  action  will  involve   construction  of   a  76' 

paved  roadway  which  will  connect  with  existing  four  lane  roadways 

at  each  end.   The  typical  section  (see  figure  2)  will  consist 

of  four  12  foot  driving  lanes,  a  12  foot  -  painted  median  and 

two   8   foot   shoulders.    Left   turn   bays   will   be  provided  at 

appropriate  locations;  curb  and  gutter  will  be  provided  on  the 

left  and  right  and  a  5'  sidewalk  will  be  provided  on  the  west 

(right)   side   from  the   beginning   of   project  to  the  railroad 

crossing  about  1/2  mile  to  the  north.   A  curbed  section  may 

also  be  used  in  isolated  developed  areas  as  required.   The  typical 

section  for  the  remainder  of  the  project  will  be  a  rural  design 

with   standard   inslopes   and  variable   cut   and  fill   slopes  to 

minimize   infringement   in   the  more   critical   developed   areas. 

A  design  speed  of  60  mph  will  be  utilized.   Maximum  horizontal 

curvature  will  be  4°  and  maximum  gradient  will  be  about  1.0%. 

The  Montana  Department  of  Highways,  Rural  Primary  System 
Level  of  Development  Plan,  July  1985  categorizes  this  highway 
section  as  "Full  Design  Standard  Level".  It  defines  the  desired 
scope  of  work  for  this  project  which  is  basically  as  described 
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above. 

Construction  is  scheduled  tentatively  for  1992  and  will 
include  grading,  drainage,  surfacing,  curb  and  gutter,  sidewalk, 
signing,  pavement  markings,  topsoiling  and  seeding. 

Extensive  utility  relocation,  mostly  telephone  and  power 
lines  will  be  required. 

II.    PURPOSE  AND  NEED 

The  primary  purpose  and  need  for  the  project  are  to 
eliminate  the  hazard  which  exists  when  a  section  of  two  lane 
highway  is  sandwiched  between  two  sections  of  four  lane  highway 
and  it's  inadequacy  to  handle  the  projected  traffic  load. 
Additionally,  the  existing  finished  roadway  width  is  32'  and 
by  current  standards  should  be  44'  even  if  it  were  to  remain 
a  two  lane  section.  The  existing  5:1  inslopes  are  also  now 
obsolete. 

The  traffic  volumes  for  the  project  are  as  follows: 
1986  ADT  =   6850  (Present) 
1992  ADT  =   7700  (Letting  Date) 
2012  ADT  =  12500  (Design  Year) 
DHV  =   1250 
D  =  55-45% 
T  =  5.7% 

LEVEL  OF  SERVICE 

1986  1992         2012 

After  Construction       N/A  A  B 

No  Build  Alt.  C  C  D/E 
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The  existing  section  of  highway  was  constructed  under 
project  number  S-7  ( 6 )  in  1962  and  has  since  been  added  to  the 
primary  road  system. 

The  highway  sufficiency  rating  system  is  based  on 
consideration  of  highway  foundation,  surface,  drainage,  safety 
and  capacity  which  provides  a  method  of  determining  the  adequacy 
of  a  particular  section  of  highway.  This  section  of  U.S.  2 
has  a  sufficiency  rating  (1983)  of  78  compared  to  a  maximum 
possible  rating  of  100. 

As  stated  above,  the  Design  Hourly  Volume  (DHV)  for  the 
proposed  project  in  the  design  year  2012  is  1250.   The  existing 
facility  is  not  adquate  to  satisfactorily  handle  either  the 
present  or  projected  volume  since  the  service,  volume  is  currently 
rated  at  668  vehicles  per  hour. 

The   Transportation   Research   Board,   National   Research 

Council,  Highway  Capacity  Manual ,  Special  Report  209,  1985  states 

basically  as  follows: 

When  highway  traffic  is  at  or  near  capacity  that  (1) 
maneuvering  within  the  traffic  flow  becomes  extremely 
difficult  which  forces  vehicles  or  pedestrians  to  "give 
way"  to  accommodate  such  maneuvers  (2)  Convenience  and 
comfort  are  adversely  affected  and  (3)  a  high  level  of 
frustration  is  experienced  by  drivers  or  pedestrians. 
The  result  is  that  operations  at  this  level  become  unstable 
because  of  small  increases  in  flow  and  deviation  from 
the  normal  within  the  traffic  stream  will  cause  breakdowns. 

The  statewide  average  accident  rate  for  primary  routes 
is  2.13.  The  average  accident  rate  for  the  proposed  project 
is  1.80.  The  statewide  average  severity  rate  for  primary  routes 
is  1.51  while  the  average  severity  rate  for  the  project  is  1.80. 

More  than  half  the  accidents  occurred  within  the  first 
(southernmost)   one   mile   of   the   project's   limits.    Thirteen 
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accidents  involved  vehicle  contact  with  utility  poles,  which 
is  about  five  times  higher  than  the  statewide  average  for  a 
given  section  of  primary  highway  for  this  type  of  accident. 

The  above  data  were  collected  during  the  time  period  January 
1,  1979  through  October  31,  1986. 

III.   ALTERNATIVES 

The  existing  alignment  was  studied  many  years  ago  and 
determined  to  be  proper  for  a  more  direct  northerly  route  to 
Columbia  Falls.  No  other  alternate  routes  were  considered  for 
the  proposed  project  because  (1)  departure  from  the  existing 
route  would  involve  taking  of  previously  undisturbed  land,  (2) 
the  existing  horizontal  and  vertical  alignments  provide  good 
sight  distance,  (3)  the  existing  facility  will  provide  a  good 
foundation  for  a  significant  portion  of  the  new  roadway  and, 
(4)  disturbance  to  agricultural  and  developed  land  will  be 
minimized  and  (5)  any  major  deviation  from  the  existing  alignment 
would  be  impractical  in  view  of  access  to  the  Glacier 
International  Airport  and  the  almost  "straight  line"  route  to 
Columbia  Falls. 

The  "no-build"  alternative  would  not  satisfy  the  purpose 
and  need  for  the  project  as  outlined  in  Section  II,  PURPOSE 
AND  NEED,  of  this  document. 

IV.   AFFECTED  ENVIRONMENT 

INTRODUCTION 

The   proposed   project   is   located   on   U.S.   Highway   2   in 

northwestern  Montana  in  Flathead  County.   The  southern  project 
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terminus  is  approximately  at  the  Reserve  Street  intersection 
of  Evergreen,  an  unincorporated  area  immediately  adjacent  to 
the  northwest  side  of  Kalispell,  Montana.  The  approximate 
milepost  of  this  southerly  terminus  is  124.7.  The  project 
corridor  extends  northeasterly  to  its  northern  terminus  about 
one-half  mile  south  of  Glacier  International  Airport  near  milepost 
129.3.  The  project  passes  through  level  country  which  is 
generally  open  and  agricultural  in  nature.  Two  arterial  rural 
roads,  Rose  Crossing  and  Birch  Grove  road,  are  intersected  and 
the  Burlington  Railroad  is  crossed  once.  The  only  significant 
drainage  crossing  on  the  project  is  Trumbull  Creek.  With  the 
exception  of  approximately  one-half  mile  on  the  southerly  end, 
the  highway  parallels  the  railroad  on  its  westerly  side. 

HISTORICAL  BACKGROUND 

This  general  area  was  occupied  in  early  historic  times 
by  the  Kootenai  Indians.  The  major  influx  of  white  men  to  the 
area  is  linked  to  the  development  of  the  Great  Northern  Railroad 
in  the  early  1890 's.  The  two  major  communities  established 
at  that  time  and  connected  by  the  railroad  were  Columbia  Falls 
and  Kalispell.  The  proposed  project  parallels  this  original 
railroad  route  between  these  two  communities  for  approximately 
4  miles.  During  this  same  period  of  development  the  Flathead 
Valley  area  was  extensively  settled  by  farmers  and  ranchers. 
Government  land  survey  notes  made  in  1892  of  this  area  refer 
to  various  dwellings  of  these  original  settlers. 
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A  cultural  resource  inventory  was  performed  in  the  spring 
of  1987  along  the  existing  highway  corridor  by  Historical  Research 
Associates  of  Missoula.  Findings  from  this  inventory  are  stated 
in  Section  V.  PROBABLE  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACTS  of  this  assessment. 

LAND  USE  AND  ECONOMY 

Land  use  in  the  project  area  is  primarily  agricultural 
with  commercial  and  rural  residential  being  secondary  uses. 
Commercial  use  is  concentrated  into  the  first  one-half  mile 
north  of  the  Reserve  Drive  intersection,  and  from  the  Rose 
Crossing  intersection  north  one-half  mile.  In  the  area  north 
of  Reserve  Drive  the  commercial  development  consists  of  an 
auto-body  shop  and  several  new  and  used  trading  posts.  The 
area  near  Rose  Crossing  is  commercially  used  as  a  trucking 
headquarters  and  contains  a  tractor  and  implement  dealership. 
Weisz's  Tracts,  situated  one-fourth  to  one-half  mile  north  of 
Rose  Crossing,  is  a  five  lot  commercial  subdivision  and  currently 
has  a  concrete  products  and  an  evergreen  tree  company  on  tvo 
of  the  lots.  Other  commercial  businesses  along  the  remainder 
of  the  project  area  are  a  farm  market,  a  veterinary  clinic, 
a  lounge,  and  a  wrecking  yard. 

The  project  area  is  sparsely  populated  with  homes  because 
the  majority  of  the  land  is  agricultural.    Crops  are  mostly 
small  grains  consisting  of  winter  wheat  and  barley,  and  hay 
crops  of  alfalfa  and  wild  hay.   A  portion  of  the  land  is  used 
as  pasture  for  livestock. 
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TRANSPORTATION  FACILITIES 

The  project  area  is  a  main  corridor  for  transportation. 
The  Burlington  Northern  Railroad  parallels  the  highway  and 
provides  freight  hauling  services  to  Kalispell.  Glacier 
International  Airport  is  located  just  north  of  the  northerly 
terminus  of  the  project.  ,  This  airport  serves  several  major 
commercial  airlines  as  well  as  smaller  commercial  aircraft. 
It  also  houses  the  main  weather  station  for  the  valley.  U.S. 
Highway  2  is  the  only  access  to  the  airport. 

UTILITIES 

Major  utility  services  along  the  existing  highway  alignment 
include  telephone  (Northwestern  Telephone  Company),  gas  (Montana 
Power  Company),  and  electrical  (Flathead  Electric  Co-op).  Cable 
TV  (Group  W)  is  found  on  a  short  stretch  at  the  southerly  end. 
The  only  water  system  (Evergreen  Water)  near  the  project  is 
at  the  Reserve  Drive  intersection.  Several  private  homes  have 
wells  and  septic  systems  which  may  also  be  affected  by  project 
construction.  The  extent  of  the  effect,  including  water  quality 
standards  will  be  determined  as  design  progresses.  One  major 
high-voltage  powerline  of  Bonneville  Power  crosses  the  highway 
near  the  midway  point  of  the  project. 

LANDFORM  AND  SOILS 

The  project  area  is  located  near  the  northerly  end  of 
Flathead  Valley.    This  area  is  nearly  level,   alluvial  bottom 
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land  lying  between  the  Flathead  and  Whitefish  Rivers.  The  soils 
are  grouped  as  being  in  the  Kiwanis-Walters-Birch  association. 
These  soils  are  generally  shallow,  loamy  to  sandy  soils  overlying 
sand  and  course  sand  and  gravel.  The  underlying  bedrock  is 
quite  deep  in  this  area. 

WATER  QUALITY,  RESOURCES/FLOODPLAINS 

No  significant  environmental  effect  relative  to  water 
quality  will  result  from  construction  of  the  project.  This 
is  discussed  further  in  Section  V  under  Water  Quality. 

The  existing  highway  crosses  only  one  stream,  which  is 
Trumbull  Creek.  This  is  a  seasonal  stream  with  little  or  no 
flow  in  the  latter  part  of  the  summer  and  early  fall.  It  is 
designated  to  be  within  the  influence  of  a  100  year  flood  zone. 
The  area  east  of  the  railroad  is  within  a  500  year  flood  zone 
of  the  Flathead  River.  These  flood  zones  have  been  delineated 
by  the  FEMA  flood  insurance  study  for  Flathead  County. 

FISH  AND  WILDLIFE 

There  are  no  major  species  of  fish  and  wildlife  which 
will  be  affected  by  the  proposed  project.  Trumbull  Creek  is 
quite  small  with  too  much  seasonal  variation  of  flows  to  support 
any  major  fish  species.  The  area  along  the  project  corridor 
has  been  too  urbanized  to  support  any  major  wildlife  species. 

MINERAL  AND  ENERGY  RESOURCES 

There  are  no  known  gas,  oil,  or  mineral  resources  within 

the  project  area  which  will  have  any  effect  on  the  highway 

reconstruction . 
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V.   PROBABLE  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACTS 

SOCIAL  AND  ECONOMIC  IMPACTS 

This  proposed  action  will  not  have  any  significant  adverse 
social  or  economic  impacts  since  it  is  a  reconstruction  project 
along  an  existing  facility  for  the  purpose  of  replacing  a 
hazardous  stretch  of  highway  with  a  safer,  more  modern  facility 
which  will  adequately  handle  predicted  increased  traffic  loads. 

There  will  be  some  short  term  beneficial  economic  impact 
to  the  nearby  communities  during  the  construction  period.  For 
example,  some  jobs  will  be  available,  some  businesses  will 
experience  an  increase  in  sales,  and  some  available  housing 
will  be  rented. 

The  project  will  not  affect  any  known  minority  group, 
nor  will  it  cause  neighborhood  or  community  disruption. 

RELOCATION  IMPACTS 

It  is  anticipated  that  one  dwelling  may  require  reloation 
to  allow  construction  of  this  project. 

LAND  USE  IMPACTS 

This  project  is  not  expected  to  cause  any  significant 
changes  in  land  use  or  promote  development  along  the  corridor. 
It  is  entirely  possible  that  some  new  development  will  occur 
along  the  west  side  of  the  project  in  certain  areas  but  this 
would  take  place  regardless  of  whether  or  not  the  proposed  action 
is  undertaken.  The  Montana  Department  of  Commerce  states  in 
the  attached  letter  from  Richard  Howell,  Special  Projects  Manager, 
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Transportation  Division,  that  "land  use  in  this  area  appears 
to  be  in  transition"  (from  agricultural  to  developed)  and  further 
that  "Due  to  the . . . . and  substantial  land  development  that  has 
taken  place  in  this  area  since  1962  when  this  portion  of  FAP 
1  was  previously  constructed  as  a  two  lane  it  is  our  opinion 
the  proposed  highway  is  needed." 

RIGHT-OFtWAY  IMPACTS 

Estimated  right-of-way  .  to  be  acquired  on  the  right  is 
11+  acres.  This  right-of-way  is  on  the  east  side  of  the  P.T.W. 
and  is  presently  owned  by  Burlington  Northern.  The  M.D.O.H. 
has  contacted  B.N.  and  they  are  agreeable  to  relinquishing 
30'  of  their  existing  R/W  for  the  project  construction. 

R/W  will  be  required  on  the  left  (west  side)  to  accomodate 
standard  inslope  and  20:1  ditch  construction. 

VISUAL  IMPACTS 

There  should  be  no  significant  visual  impacts  as  a  result 
of  the  proposed  action.  The  view  from  and  of  the  highway  will 
be  slightly  altered  chiefly  because  the  westerly  traffic  lane 
will  be  in  closer  proximity  to  the  developed  areas.  In  all 
likelihood,  this  would  not  be  looked  upon  as  either  a  lasting 
adverse  or  beneficial  impact.  The  overall  view  of  the  valley 
and  the  surrounding  mountain  ranges  will  not  be  impacted. 

TRAFFIC  IMPACTS 

The  improvement  of  this  segment  of  U.S.  Highway  2  is  not 
expected  to  generate  an  appreciable  volume  of  additional  traffic 
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over  that  which  would  occur  with  the  "no-build"  alternate  because 
this  is  the  only  practical  route  between  Kalispell  and  Columbia 
Falls.  It  will  therefore  be  used  by  the  public  in  the  future 
regardless  of  whether  the  project  is  built  or  not.  Additionally, 
it  is  the  only  access  to  Glacier  International  Airport. 
Development  of  the  existing  two  lane  facility  to  four  lanes 
will  benefit  the  motoring  public  by  providing  a  safer  and  more 
convenient  facility  with  a  reduction  in  user  costs  as  a  result 
of  smoother  traffic  flow. 

The  "no-build"  alternate  would  not  alleviate  the  hazardous 
four  to  two  to  four  lane  condition  nor  the  potential  for  an 
increase  in  utility  pole  collisions.  It  would  do  nothing  to 
improve  traffic  operations.  In  fact,  with  the  increased  traffic 
load  more  accidents  and  a  deterioration  of  traffic  flow  would 
result  because  the  highway  "as  is"  is  not  capable  of  adequately 
handling  the  current  traffic,  let  alone  the  projected. 

AIR  QUALITY  IMPACTS 

This  proposed  action  will  have  some  short  term  adverse 
impacts  resulting  from  construction  activities.  Long  term  effects 
on  air  quality,  if  any,  should  be  beneficial  because  the  traffic 
flow  will  be  smoother  which  will  decrease  the  amount  of  air 
pollution  emissions  from  vehicles.  (See  attached  letter  of 
May  4,  1987  from  Dept .  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences). 
The  "no-build"  alternate  would  no  nothing  to  improve  air  quality 
and  with  the  increased  traffic  would  add  to  the  air  pollution. 
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NOISE  IMPACTS 

Construction  of  the  project  per  se  will  not  create 
significant  noise  impacts  because  traffic  volumes  will  increase 
regardless  of  whether  the  project  is  built  or  not. 

To  evaluate  the  noise  impacts,  estimated  noise  levels 
were  ascertained  using  the  FHWA  Highway  Traffic  Noise  Prediction 
Nomograph  (Hard  Site).  For  the  design  year  2010  the  Leq  would 
be  67  dBA  which  is  an  acceptable  level  for  the  project's 
residential,  business  and  agricultural  make-up  in  a  mostly  rural 
area . 

HISTORICAL/CULTURAL  IMPACTS 

A  cultural  resource  survey  was  conducted  by  Historical 
Research  Associates  of  Missoula,  Montana  in  the  spring  of  1987 
along  the  project  corridor.  Four  previously  unrecorded  historic 
sites  were  located.  These  are  designated  as  the  Henry  Bird 
Farm,  the  Roy  Nugent  Farm,  the  Roy  and  Cleona  Lybeck  Farm  and 
the  Slack  Farm.  In  addition,  an  addendum  to  a  previous  cultural 
resource  inventory  of  the  Kalispell  to  Somers  branch  line  of 
the  former  Great  Northern  Railway  (now  Burlington  Northern)  was 
submitted.  The  addendum  covers  the  main  line  of  the  Great 
Northern  (B.N.)  which  parallels  this  proposed  highway  project 
for  a  considerable  distance.  The  State  Historic  Preservation 
Officer  has  found  the  Kalispell-Somers  branch  line  to  qualify 
for  nomination  to  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  It 
appears  that  the  main  line  also  qualifies  for  nomination  to 
the  National  Register.  The  attached  letter  of  June  26,  1987 
from  the  SHPO  states  essentially  that  the  project  is  unlikely 
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to  have  any  effect  on  the  significance  of  Railway  site. 
Therefore,  it  is  concluded  that  a  4(f)  statement  will  not  be 
required . 

The  four  other  sites  have  been  determined  by  the  State 
Historic  Preservation  Officer  not  to  be  historically  significant 
enough  to  warrant  application  for  inclusion  in  the  National 
Register.  Therefore  no  impacts  are  involved.  (See  attached 
SHPO  letter  dated  June  26,  1987). 

WATER  QUALITY  IMPACTS 

Trumbull  Creek  is  the  only  drainage  of  any  significance 
which  lies  within  the  project  area.  It  crosses  under  the  existing 
highway  through  twin  48"  corrugated  metal  pipes,  under  the 
Burlington  Northern  tracks  through  twin  48"  reinforced  concrete 
pipes  and  drains  easterly  into  a  marshy  area.  A  Section  404 
permit  will  be  obtained  and  it  is  possible  that  this  project 
meets  the  criteria  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers'  for  use  of  a 
nationwide  permit.   This  will  be  determined  as  design  proceeds. 

Some  water  wells  exist  adjacent  to  the  facility  and  are 
privately  owned. 

No  significant  impact  will  result  to  the  creek  as  a  result 
of  construction  of  the  project  although  some  short  term  minor 
turbidity  to  the  creek  could  occur  if  the  creek  is  not  dry  during 
construction. 

One  water  well  lies  within  the  proposed  construction  limits 
and  will  require  replacement. 

Storm  water  runoff  within  the  area  where  curb  and  gutter 
is  used  will  be  collected  in  standard  curb  inlets  and  drained 
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easterly  in  an  existing  low  swail   located  approximately  half 
way  between  the  beginning  and  the  end  of  the  curbed  section. 

FLOOD  HAZARD  IMPACTS 

Trumbull  Creek  is  designated  to  be  within  the  influence 
of  a  100  year  flood  zone  but  since  the  proposed  action  is 
basically  widening  the  present  highway  at  the  existing  elevation 
there  will  be  no  impact  to  the  floodplain. 

Coodination  with  the  local  Floodplain  Management  official 
will  be  made  relative  to  this. 

WETLAND  IMPACTS 

There  are  no  wetlands  in  the  proposed  project  corridor. 

FISH,  WILDLIFE  AND  VEGETATION  IMPACT 

There  will  be  no  adverse  or  beneficial  impacts  on  either 
fish  or  wildlife.  The  Montana  Dept .  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks 
was  contacted  and  has  no  existing  or  planned  4(f)  usage  (  e.g. 
usage  as  park,  recreation  or  wildlife  habitat  land)  for  land 
on  the  project. 

Trumbull  Creek  is  quite  small  and  has  such  a  seasonal 
variation  of  flow  (at  times  dry)  that  it  is  not  conducive  as 
a  fish  habitat.  The  area  along  the  proposed  project  is  too 
urbanized  to  support  any  major  wildlife.  Therefore  no  significant 
impacts  will  be  realized. 

Some  residential  trees  and  shrubs  on  the  west  side  and 
some  brush  on  the  east  side  will  require  removal. 
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UTILITIES  IMPACTS 

The  proposed  project  will  have  a  significant  effect  on 
existing  utilities.  Telephone,  power  and  cable  TV  poles  will 
require  relocation  throughout  the  majority  of  the  project.  Some 
buried  utility  lines  may  also  have  to  be  adjusted. 

The  Bonneville  Power  line  tower  west  of  station  239+  is 
located  far  enough  from  the  edge  of  the  proposed  roadway  that 
no  conflict  is  anticipated. 

The  existing  B.N.  railroad  flashing  signals  and  short 
arm  gates  will  have  to  be  removed  and  replaced  as  will  the  metal 
maintenance  shed  at  the  at-grade  crossing  near  station  124. 

CONSTRUCTION  IMPACTS 

Unavoidable  short  term  adverse  effects  will  result  from 
construction  of  the  project.  They  will  be  temporary  and  should 
only  occur  for  the  duration  of  construction  activities. 

Impacts  which  will  be  experienced  include  (1)  noise  increase 
from  construction  operations,  (2)  inconvenience  to  motorists 
because  of  decreased  speeds,  delays,  detours  and  striping,  (3) 
dust  from  construction  activities,  (4)  intermittent  air  pollution 
from  asphalt  plant  and  gravel  crushing  activities,  and  (5) 
disruption  of  smooth  access  flow  to  and  from  roadside  businesses. 

These  impacts  will  be  kept  to  a  minimum  by  adhering  to 
proper  construction  practices.  Air  quality  permits  will  be 
required  for  asphalt  plant  and  crusher  emissions.  Water  will 
be  applied  for  dust  control.  A  traffic  control  plan  will  be 
developed  to  minimize  inconvenience  to  motorists  and  businesses. 
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ACCESS  IMPACTS 

Impacts  on  existing  access  will  not  affect  businesses 
or  other  property  owners  to  any  great  degree,  although  some 
interruption  will  occur  during  construction.  The  striped  median 
will  serve  as  a  left  turn  lane  and  most  existing  approaches 
will  be  perpetuated.  Lay  down  curb  will  be  utilized  for 
approaches  in  the  developed  areas  and  24'  wide  standard  rural 
approaches  will  be  constructed  at  existing  approach  locations. 
Because  B.N.  right-of-way  will  be  used  for  the  proposed  highway 
widening,  the  length  of  existing  approaches  from  the  new  roadway 
shoulder  to  the  tracks  will  be  decreased.  Since  traffic  volumes 
on  these  approaches  are  light  no  significant  adverse  effects 
are  anticipated.  The  grade  between  the  tracks  and  the  highway 
will  be  kept  as  flat  as  possible. 

Access  will  be  limited  within  the  project  area.  Permits 
will  be  required  if  any  new  approaches  are  allowed  and  it  is 
probable  that  some  existing  business  access  may  be  revised  and 
that  the  existing  parking  area  space  will  be  decreased. 


VI.   REPLIES  TO  LETTER  OF  INTENT 

The  letter  of  intent  for  this  project  was  distributed 
on  April  9,  1987.  The  replies  received  from  agencies  and  other 
interests  are  attached  including  the  June  26,  1987  letter  from 
the  State  Historic  Preservation  Office  relative  to  "no  effect" 
on  the  historic  significance  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway  grade 
and  the  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  letter  of  July  9,  1987  stating 
in  effect,  no  present  or  planned  Section  4(f)  usage. 
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VII.   SUMMARY 


On  October  22,  1987,  a  Combined  Location  and  Design  Public  Hearing  was 
held  in  the  Evergreen  School  gymnasium  in  Kalispell,  Montana.  The 
purpose  of  this  meeting  was  to  present  the  project  to  interested  persons 
and  local  agencies  and  to  solicit  input  on  the  project.  All  who 
attended  the  hearing  indicated  a  preference  of  the  project. 
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Helena,  Montana   59620 
July  9,  19S7 


Mr.  Stephen  C.  Kologi,  P.E. 
Chief,  Preconstmction  Bureau 

Department  of  Highways 
2701  Prospect  Avenue 
Helena,  Montana   59620 

Dear  Mr.  Kologi: 

RE:  F  1-2(33)125 

Kali spell  -  Northeast 

We  have  reviewed  the  proposed  plan  for  development  ©f  the  above  project. 
The  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  has  no  lands  in  the  project 
area  which  will  be  affected  by  your  proposed  development. 

Thank  you  for  the  opportunity  to  comment.  I  appreciate  your  cooperation. 
Sincerely,  /  / 

GRETCHEN  OLHEISER,  Chief 
Operations  Bureau 
Parks  Division 
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State  Historic  Preservation  Office 

Montana  Historical  Society 

Mailing  Address:  225  North  Roberts  •  Helena,  MT  59620-9990 
Office  Address:  102  Broadway  •  Helena,  MT  •  (406)  444-7715 


June  26,  1987 

James  Sahinen 

Stanly  Engineering  &  Associates 

901  N.  Benton 

Helena,  HP  59601 

Re:  Kalispell  N.E. 
F  1-2(33)125 

Dear  Mr.  Sahinen: 

Thank  you  for  providing  us  with  an  opportunity  to  comment  on  the  cultural 
resource  inventory  report  developed  for  the  project  identified  above.  Survey 
methods  and  design  appear  to  have  been  appropriate  for  the  nature  of  the  project. 

We  concur  with  HRA's  recommendation  that  no  historic  property  identified  during 
the  survey  appears  likely  to  meet  National  Register  of  Historic  Places  Criteria 
for  Evaluation,  with  the  exception  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway  grade.  The 
remaining  farming  sites  do  not  appear  to  possess  sufficient  integrity  or 
significant  historical  associations  or  architectural  distinctiveness  to  be  judged 
historically  significant.  We  concur,  also,  with  HRA's  recommendation  that  the 
Great  Northern  Railway  grade  appears  to  qualify  for  Register  listing  for  its 
significant  associations  with  settlement  and  development  of  this  area  and  major 
portions  of  Montana.  We  concur  also  with  HRA's  finding  that  the  project  appears 
unlikely  to  have  an  effect  on  the  qualities  that  contribute  to  the  significance 
of  the  Railway  site. 

Please  call  if  you  have  questions. 

Sincerely, 

Marcella  Sherfy,  r 

State  Historic  Preservation  Officer 

cc:  Mitzi  Rossillon 

File:  Comp/MDOH 


Department  of  Energy 

Bonneville  Power  Administration 

P.O.  Bex  3621 

Portland.  Oregon  S7203-3521 

May   14,    1987 


In  recrv  r*'«r  to: 


EVRC 


j    DT   PjS.   Hsvinfl 


Stephen  C.  Kologi,  P.E. 
Chief  -  Reconstruction  Bureau 
Montana  Department  of  Highways 
2701  Prospect 
Helena,  Montana  59620 

Dear  Mr.  Kologi: 

This  letter  responds  to  your  letter  dated  April  9,  1987  (F  1-2(33)125). 
Although  we  are  unaware  of  any  environmental  problems,  we  wish  to  inform  you 
that  5PA  has  one  transmission  line  which  crosses  the  proposed  section  of 
Federal  Aid  Highway  Project  on  U.S.  2.  It  is  our  Hungry  Horse-Kerr  Dam  115-kv 
transmission  line.  The  highway  crossing  is  illustrated  on  the  enclosed  plan 
and  profile  map. 

If  it  appears  that  the  highway  project  will  interfere  j.n  any  way  with  the 
transmission  structures,  conductor  clearances  or  transmission  access,  you 
should  contact  our  District  Engineer: 


Mr.  Don  Hawkins 

BPA  -  Montana  District  Office 

Missoula,  Montana    59801 


Tel:   (406)  329-3060 


Mr.  Hawkins  can  assist  you  in  resolving  any  conflicts  that  might  occur, 
thank  you  for  the  early  project  notification. 


We 


l/mw 

Timothy  Ji  Murray     I 

Chief,  Environmental  Resources  Branch 
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May  6,   1987 


Mr.  Stephen  C.  Kologi,  P.E.  • 
Chief,  Preconstruction  Bureau 
Montana  Department  of  Highways 
2701  Prospect 
Helena,  Montana  59620 


Re: 


Federal  Aid  Highway  Project 

Fl-2{33)125 

Kali  spell  -  Northeast 


Dear  Mr.  Kologi: 

This  is  in  response  to  your  letter  of  intent  regarding  the  above- 
referenced  project  on  U.  S.  Highway  2  in  Flathead  County. 

This  project  will  consist  of  overlaying  and  widening  4.57  miles  of 
existing  roadway.     It  appears  as  if  the  project  may  involve  stream  or  drainage 
crossings  near  Stations  170,  250,  and  230.     We  request  that  all  appropriate 
pollution  and  erosion  control  measures  are  provided  for  during  project 
planning  and  design.     These  measures  should  be  implemented  during  construction 
to  assure  protection  of  water  quality  and  aquatic  habitat. 

We  also  request  that  wetland  impacts  be  identified  early  in  the  planning 
process,  and  that  appropriate  mitigation  of  wetland  impacts  be  Provided.    We 
belief  that  the  wetland  evaluation  and  mitigation  process  being  developed  by 
the  Montana  Department  of  Highways  and  the  Montana  Department  of  Fisn, 
Wildlife  and  Parks  should  be  utilized  for  this  project. 

Please  feel  free  to  contact  me  at  449-5485  if  you  have  any  questions. 
Thank  you  very  much  for  the  opportunity  to  comment. 


Stephen  M.  Potts 
Environmental  Engineer 


cc:  Steven  Pilcher,  WQ3 

John  Peters,  EPA  8VJM-SP 


J 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 


:-.u 


TED  SCHWINDEN.  GOVERNOR 


STATE  OF  MONTANA 


'-;h;h 


COGSWELL  BLT:LZING 


HELENA.  MONTANA  ;5S20 


May  4,  1'tS7 


Mr.  Stephen  Kologij  Chief, 
Preconstruetion  Bureau 
Montana  Department  of  Highways 
Capitol  Station 
Helena,  MT  5?s20  - 


« 


Dear  Mr.  Kologi: 

This  is  in  response  to  your  letter  of  notification  regarding  the 
highway  improvement  project  designated  as  F  1-2(33)125  Kalispeil  - 
Northeast. 

In  general,  any  project  which  will  smooth  out  the  traffic  flow,  and 
reduce  stopping  and  idling  time  will  also  reduce  the  amount  of 'sir 
pollution  emissions  from  transportation  sources.   From  this  standpoint 
the  Air  Quality  Bureau  would  like  to  support  your  efforts  to  upgrade  the 


tontana  highway  system.  Asphalt  plants  and  gravel  crushers  are  thi 
rimary  emission  sources  for  highway  construction?  and  they  must  oi 
n  air  quality  permit  from  our  office  to  operate  in  the  state. 

Sincerely? 


A.    I, 
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Warren  Norton 

Environmental  Spec 
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BURLINGTON  NORTHERN  RAILROAD 


2200  First  Interstate  Center 
999  Third  Avenue 
Seattle,  WA  98104-1105 


Mr.  Steven  C.  Kolgi  April  23,  1987 

Chief-Preconstruction  Bureau 

Department  of  Highways 

State  of  Montana 

2701  Prospect 

Helena,  Montana  59620 

Dear  Mr.  Kolgi : 

This  will  refer  to  your  April  9,  1987,  letter,  file:  F  1-2(33)125, 
relative  to  proposed  highway  project  Kalispell-Northeast. 

It  appears  BN  property  is  involved  at  several  locations  along  this 
project.  We  would  appreciate  your  taking  into  consideration  any  cross 
road  approaches  to  make  certain  that  an  undesirable  grade  does  not 
result  from  the  widening  of  the  parallel  highway.  Additionally,  we  feel 
that  if  possible  some  attention  should  be  given  to  -the  feeder  roads  so 
that  proper  grade  and  grade  crossing  surfaces  are  furnished  to  the 
traveling  public. 

It  is  our  understanding  such  improvements  are  eligible  for  federal  aid 
as  a  part  of  the  total  project.  Please  advise  if.  we  can  be  of  any 

assistance  in  this  matter. 

Sincerely, 


V.  J.  Ostrander 

Assistant  Engineer  Public  Works 

VJ0/ap2187fb06 
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United  States 
Department  of 
Agriculture 


Soil 

Conservation 

Service 


Federal  Building,  Room  443 
10  East  Babcock  Street 
Bozeman,  MT   59715 


April  24,  1987 


Mr.  Stephen  C.  Kologi 
Preconstruction  Bureau 
Montana  Department  of  Highways 
2701  Prospect 
Helena,  MT    59&20 

RE:   F  1-2(33)125 

Kalispell -Northeast 


Dear  Mr.  Kologi: 

Ue  have  reviewed  the  above  prepared  project  and  have  no  comments  to  offer. 


Sincerely, 


£2^-7**-*-, 


xlL—  (+*?> 


GLEN  H.  LOOMIS 

State  Conservationist 


cc:   Ron  Batchelor,  State  Biologist,  SCS,  Bozeman,  MT   59715 
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TED  SCHWINDEN.  GOVERNOR 
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April    23,     1987 


Mr.  Stephen  C.  Kologi,  P.E.,  Chief 

Pr econs t ruct ion  Bureau 

Montana  Department  of  Highways 

2701  Prospect 

Helena,  Montana   59620 
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File:  1-13-13 


Subject:  Proposed  Highway  Project  f  1-2C  33  )  1  25^     ^^  th 


east 


Dear  Mr.  Kologi: 

The  Transportation  Division  of  the  Montana  Department  of  Commerce 
Hi    c  mpleted  a  review  of  the  subject  highway  P<^"'  *"  ^  of 
correspondence  of  April  9,1987.  Comments  resulting  from  review 
this  highway  project  are  presented  as  follows: 

1.  Th-  subject  project  area  shown  on  the  translite  ^c^^s 
one  Burlington  Northern  Railroad,  Inc.  north-south  rail 
branchline!  The  proposed  highway  alignment  crosses  this 
Columbia  Falls-Kalispell-Somers  branchline  at  *"«^f"ly 
Station  125+00  and  parallels  this  rail  line  the  remaining 
portion  of  the  highway  project. 

The  future  status  of  this  branchline  is  uncertain  until  a 
new  system  diagram  map  is  received  from  BN  sometime  near 
tne  end  of  Jun   1987. ?The  reason  for  this  uncerta  ny  is  due 
to  the  fact  there  is  little  freight  traffic  on  this  line 
caused  in  part  by  the  closing  of  the  Burlington  Northern 
tie  plant  at  Somers. 

The  Montana  Rail  Plan  indicates  that  this  branchline  should 
be  retained  between  Columbia  Falls  and  Kallspell. 
•  it  is  therefore  recommended  every  effort  should  be  made 
not  to  negatively  impact  this  branchline  with  repect  to 
possible  highway  project  right  of  way  needs. 


CP 


2.  Commercial  truck  traffic  on  the  existing  FAP  1  PTW  since 
1979  has  continued  to  increase  through  1935  according  to 
Montana  Department  of  Highways -Montana  Traffic  by  Sections. 
The  highway  project  PTW  commercial  truck  traffic  AADT 
increased  by  236  trucks  per  day  or  53.9%  between  1979 
and  1985.  Project  design  projections  and  standards  should 
reflect  these  recent  truck  traffic  trend  Increases. 


3.  Possible  other  considerations: 


Land  Use  Impacts 

The  following  are  seen  as  possible  land  use  concerns 
resulting  from  the  subject  project  as  described: 

a.  Structures  -  From  review  of  the  project  translites  it 
appears  that  along  the  western  edge  of  the  proposed 
alignment  several  residential  and  commercial 
structures  (Sta. 100  +  00  to  180  +  00)  may  be  encroached 
upon  by  the  proposed  alignment  and  required 
additional  right  of  way  requirements.  This  situation 
is  compounded  by  the  existence  of  the  railroad  right 
of  way  to  the  east  of  the  PTW. 

b.  Agricultural  land  -  Depending  on  the  extent  of  right 
of  way  requirements  some  cultivated  agricultural 
lands  (Sta.  225+00  to  260+00  and  Sta.  305+00  to 
340+00)  may  be  required  for  the  project.  The  taking 
of  these  lands  for  right  of  way  purposes  should  be 
kept  to  a  minimum  even  though  the  land  use  in  this 
area  appears  to  be  in  transition. 

c.  Drainages  -  It  should  be  emphasized  that  special 
design  and  construction  precautions  should  be  taken 
to  prevent  erosion  and  siltation  relative  to  what 
appear  as  drainages  that  may  be  impacted  by  the 
subject  project  (Sta's  170+00,  207+00,  222+00, 

250  +  00,  2*76  +  00,  289  +  00,  and  330  +  00  ). 

d.  Improvement  should  be  considered  as  part  of  thi3 
project  relative  to  any  road  or  access  drive  which 
has  or  will  have  a  hazardous  intersection  angle 

of  approach  to  the  proposed  alignment  in  light  of 


zr 


potential  increased  vehicle  volumes  and  speeds. 

e.  Access  control  should  be  incorporated  into  the 
project  as  proposed. 


Relative  to  motor  carrier  traffic  this  portion  of  FAP  1  is  a 
highly  used  transportation  facility.  Due  to  the  significant 
increase  in  commercial  truck  traffic  volumes,  increase  in  all 
vehicle  traffic  volumes  and  substantial  land  development  that  has 
taken  place  in  this  area  since  1962  when  this  portion  of  FAP  1 
was  previously  constructed  as  a  two  lane  it  is  our  opinion  the 
proposed  highway  project  is  needed  . 

This  concludes  our  comments  on  this  preliminary  design  phase  of 
the  subject  project.  Thank  you  for  this  opportunity  to  comment. 

Yours  Truly , 

Richard  A.  Howell,  Manager 
Special  Projects 
Transportation  Division 


IN  KEPIYSEFER  TO: 

M. 17  Kalispell-Northeast 
(F  1-2(33)125) 


Mr.  Stephen  C.  Kologi,  P.E. 
Chief  -  Preconstruction  Bureau 
Montana  Department  of  Highways 
2701  Prospect 
Helena,  Montana  59620 


UNITED  STATES 
DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOF 

FISH  AND  WILDLIFE  SERVICE 

Endanaered  Species,   Field  Office 

Federal    Eldg.,   U.S.    Courthouse 

301    South  Park 

P.O.   Box  10023 

Helena,  Montana  £9626 
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Dear  Mr.  Kologi: 

Thank  you  for  your  April  9,  1987  letter  regarding  the  Kalispell-Northeast 
p-oiect   As  requested  in  your  letter,  we  have  reviewed  the  proposed  plans, 
and  offer  the  following  comments  and  recommendations  for  your  consideration. 
These  comments  include  those  of  our  Ecological  Services  (ES)  Division  located 
in  Billings,  Montana. 

The  Federally-listed  endangered  species  which  occur  or  may  occur  within  the 
project  area  are  the  bald  eagle  (Haliaeetus  leucocephalus)  and  peregrine^ 
falcon  (Falco  peregrinus).   Pursuant  to  Section  7  of  the  Endangered  Species 
Act  of  fgTTTas  amended,  the  Federal  Highway  Administration  (FHWA)  as  the 
Federal  funding  agency,  must  determine  if  the  proposed  actions  may  affect 
these  endangered  species.   If  you  or  FHWA  determine  that  any  of  these  species 
may  be  affected,  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  FHWA  to  initiate  formal  consul- 
tation with  this  office.   The  following  information  and  recommendations  should 
aid  you  in  that  determination. 

Both  peregrine  falcons  and  bald  eagles  may  occur  in  the  area  as  spring  and/ 
or  fall  migrants,  and  bald  eagles  may  occur  as  year-long  residents.   We  are 
not  aware  of  peregrine  falcon  or  bald  eagle  nest  territories  in  or  near  the 
project  area  nor  are  we  aware  of  significant  habitats  for  these  species  in 
the  project  area. 

We  foresee  no  substantive  wildlife  issues  with  the  proposed  work  plan.  How- 
ever, for  those  projects  which  involve  powerline  construction  or  modification, 
we  recommend  that  suc.h  lines  be  raptor-proofed  following  the  techniques  out- 
lined in  the  Raptor  Research  Report  No.  A,  "Suggested  Practices  for  Raptor 
Protection  on  Powerlines  -  The  State  of  the  Art  in  1981".   A  copy  may  be 
obtained  for  $5.00  by  writing  to: 

Jim  Fitzpatrick 

Treasurer,  Raptor  Research  Foundation 

Carpenter  St.  Croix  Nature  Center 

12805  St.  Croix  Trail 

Hastings,  Minnesota   55033 


Since  the  project  may  Involve  crossings  and/or  work  in  streams,  wetlands,  or 
floodplains,  it  may  be  necessary  for  you  to  obtain  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers Section  10/404  permits.   If  such  permits  are  necessary,  our  ES  Division 
will  be  required  to  review  and  comment  on  the  permit  application.   In  order  tc 
facilitate  the  timely  processing  of  Section  10/404  permits,  you  may  wish  to 
contact  Gary  Wood  or  a  member  of  his  staff  at: 

U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 
Ecological  Services 
1501  14th  Street,  Suite  230 
Billings,  Montana  59102 
(406)  657-6750 

We  appreciate  your  efforts  to  consider  and  conserve  endangered  species  and 
their  habitats.   If  you  have  additional  questions  regarding  endangered 
species,  please  contact  Ron  Crete  of  my  staff  at  (406)  449-5225. 


cc:   ES,  Billings,  MT 
RAC/clh 


Sincerely, 


k^ 


H  O     A- 


Wayne  G.  Brewster 
Field  Supervisor 
Endangered  Species 


"Take  Pride  in  America" 


State  Historic  Preservation  Office 

Montana  Historical  Society 

Mailing  Address:  225  North  Roberts  •  Helena,  MT  59620-9990 
Office  Address:  102  Broadway  •  Helena,  MT  •  (406)  444-7715 


April  17,   1957 


Stephen  Kolcgi 

Montana  Department  of  Highways 

2701  Prcscect 

Helena,   MT.     59620 

RE:     Kalispall-Sortheast  (F  1-2(33)125) 

Dear  Stephen: 

Thank  you  for  informing  us  about  the  above  cited  highway  project.  We  would  be 
happy  to  provide  information  concerning  previously  recorded  cultural  resources  in 
the"  project  area,  and  recommendations  for  compliance  with  the  National  Historic 
Preservation  Act  upon  request.  We  look  forward  to  further  consultation. 

Thank  you  for  consulting  with  us. 

Sincerely, 


Xujz 


David  Schwab, 
Archaeologist/Anthropologist 

File:MDCH,Kalispell-Northeast  (F  1-2 (33) 125) *R 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

CMAHA     DISTRICT.    CCRPS     OF     ENGINEERS 

1612    U.S.    POST    OF=ICE    AND    COURTHOUSE 

OMAHA.    NEBRASKA     631C2-<i973 


RE"»'-Y    TO 
ATTENTION    OF 


April  17,  1987 


Planning  Division 
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Mr.  Stephen  C.  Kologi,  P.E. 
Chief,  PrecQiistructi.cn  Bureau 
Montana  Department  of  Highways 
2701  Prospect 
Helena,  Montana   59620 

Dear  Mr.  Kologi: 

We  have   reviewed  your   letters  regarding  the  following  • 
projects: 

F   5-2(23)115,    Kalispell   -  Whitefish, 
F    1-2(33)125,    Kalispell   -    Northeast. 

i    ~      The  Kalispell   -   Northeast  project  will   involve  construe 
.of  several   minor  road  crossings  which  will    require  the   disch 
of   dredged  or   fill   material    into   the  waterway.      Therefore,    a 
^permit  pursuant  to  Section  404  of  the  Clean  Water  Act  will  be 
•reouired.      The  Kalispell   -  Whitefish  project  may  involve  the_ 
placement  of  dredged  or  fill  materials   into   the  Stillwater 


or 


:iver 
another  water  body,  including  wetland  areas,  and  these  may 


also  require  a  404  permit, 
projects  should  be  sent  to 
of  Engineers,  c/o  DNRC/CDD, 
59620-2301,  for  a  detailed 


Final  plans  for  each  of  these 
Mr.  Robert  Mclnerney,  "  U.S.  Army  C 
1520  East  6th  Avenue,  Helena,  Mo 
review  of  permit  requirements. 


orps 

ntana 


These  constitute  our  comments  at  this  time.   If  any 
substantial  changes  are  made  in  the  design  of  these  projects, 
please  let  us  know.   Thank  you  for  this  review  opportunity. 

Sincerely, 


}Cufl^*^ 


Richard  D.  Gorton 
Chief,  Environmental 

Analysis  Branch 
Planning  Division 


DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 

AERONAUTICS  DIVISION 


TiE  SCHV/INDEN.  goveh:.'OH 


P.O.  3CX  3:73 

:e30  airport  road 


STATE  OF  MONTANA 


HELENA.  MONTANA  =S604 


April  17,  1937 


Mr.  Stephen  C.  Kologi,  P.E. 
Chief,  Preconstruction  Bureau 
State  of  Montana 
Department  of  Highways 
2701  Prospect  Avenue 
Helena,   MT   59620 

FILE:      F   1-2(33)125 

Kaiispell  -  Northeast 

Dear  Mr.   Kologi: 

The  Montana  Aeronautics  Division  has  reviewed  the  above-mentioned  project, 
and  in  our  opinion  this  project  will  not  have  any  adverse  effects  on  aero- 
nautical activities  in  this  area. 

Thank  you  for  the  opportunity  to  comment  on  this  project. 
Sincerely, 


/  J, 


r 


Michael  D.  Ferguson,  Administrator 
Aeronautics  Division 

Vern  Moody    /r 
Aviation  Representative 

bp 
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US  Deportment 
Of  TrcnsoorTCTion 

Federal  Aviation 
Administration 


Airports  District  C f f i c i 
FAA  Building,  Room  2 
Helena  Regional  Airport 
H e 1 e n  a ,  Montana  59601 


April  15,  1937 


Mr.  Stephen  C.  Kologi,  P.E 

Chief,  Pre construction  Bureau 

Department  of  Highways 

2701  Prospect 

Helena,  Montana   59620 


Dear   Mr.    Kologi: 


Ref:    F    1-2(33)125 

KALISPELL    -    NORTHEAST 


VJ  e    have     reviewed     the    proposed    development -of    a     federal     aid 
highway    project   on   U.S.    2    (PAP    1)    in   Flathead    County. 

The    proposed    development    will    net    have    an    adverse    effect    en    any 
existing    or   future   airport   development. 

The    opportunity     to     review    and    comment    on     such    proposals     is 

aoo  rec  is  ted  .  ..- 


Sincerely 


Susan   S.    Alexander 
Planning/Program   Officer 


GEORGE TURMAN 

LIEUTENANT  GOVERNOR 


Sink  of  iHaniana 

©ffics  of  (The  "Cicuirnani  (Stmcmar 

ziclcna  55620 

(400)444  -3111 


Mr.  Stephen  Kologi,  Chief 
Preconstruction  Bureau 
MT  Department  'of  Highways 
2701  Prospect  Avenue 
Helena,  MT   59620 


April    15,    1987 


i  Data  Hoed.  Ffecroir: 
MAIL  ROUTE 


> 


RE: 


Notice  of  Intent  to  Develop  a  Federal  Aid  Project  -  U.S.  2  (PAP  1) 

Kalispell-Northeast  -  Flathead  County,  MT  -  F  1-2(33)125 
Montana  State  IGR  Clearinghouse  File  No.  MTS70415-465-S 


Dear  Mr.  Kologi: 

The  above-captioned  notice  of  intent  has  has  been  received.  In  order  to 
provide  notification  to  parties  that  may  be  interested  in  review  and/or 
comment  on  the  proposal,  it  will  be  listed  in  the  next  Intergovernmental 
Review  Bulletin  issued  from  this  office. 

Any  inquiries  or  comments  regarding  the  proposal  will  be  directed  to  you. 
Please  provide  copies  of  the  enclosed  suggested  review  form  to  potential 
reviewers,  those  you  feel  should  be  invited  to  comment,  as  well  as  to  any  who 
may  request  the  opportunity  to  do  so.  We  have  requested  that  comments  be 
returned  by  May  15,  1987,  and  that  copies  be  sent  to  the  Clearinghouse  for  our 
files. 

The  Clearinghouse  intends  to  take  no  further  action  on  this  proposal. 


Sincerely, 


J-lul  ^iaxzJn 


XL 


SUE  HEATH 
Clearinghouse  Manager 


Enclosure 


SUMMARY  Of  A 
LOCATION  AND  DESIGN  HEARING 

File  No.  387  F  1-2(33) 

Kali  spell  NE. 

This  report  is  submitted  in  lieu  of  a  verbatim   transcript  of 
the  proceedings  at  a  combined  location  and  design  public  hearing 
held  in  the  Evergreen  School  gymnasium  in  Kalispell,  Montana  on 
Thursday,  October  22,  1987.   The  purpose  of  the  meeting  was  to  dis- 
cuss the  proposed  overlay  and  widening  of  a  section  of  U.S.  2  (FAP  1 
from  East  Reserve  Drive  and  extending  northerly  4.57  miles  and  end- 
ing just  south  of  the  airport. 

The  tape  of  the  hearing  is  on  file  with  the  Department  of  High- 
ways' Public  Hearings  Unit  in  Helena,  Montana.   5  people  attended 
the  hearing. 

The  project  will  overlay  and  widen  the  existing  roadway  to  pro- 
vide a  new  4-lane,  76-foot  wide  paved  surface.   Limited  access  will 
also  be  included  in  the  design. 


ing 
features 


UC       I  II  <>  1  uuc  u      ill      nic      ucoiyn. 

Ed  Miller,  engineer  for  the  consulting  firm  of  Stahly  Engineer- 
Si  Associates,  outlined  the  project  development  and  major  design 
ures.   Bob  Scherting,  Field  Right-of-way  (R/W)  supervisor,  gave 
R/W  presentation,  the  relocation  policy  and  the  general  idea  of 
limited  access  rights. 


Tedtureb.  duu  otnei  imy, 
the  R/W  presentation,  the 
the  limited  access  rights. 


Under  the  R/W  heading,  most  discussion  involved  the  limited  ac- 
cess idea  by  landowners  across  the  RR  and  the  fact  that  limited  access 
is  not  applied  to  the  highway  between  the  Blue  Moon  and  Columbia  Falls 
The  question  was  left  open  as  to  how  accesses  would  be  handled  if  the 
RR  moved  out  and  the  land  sold  to  the  ajoining  landowners  to  the  east. 
The  project  west  of  Columbia  Falls  was  not  subject  to  the  limited  ac- 
cess policy  back  when  it  was  designed. 

A  state  senator  asked  when  we  heard  from  the  RR  on  the  R/W  ques- 
tion, and  one  person  wondered  if  street  lighting  was  included. 

The  meeting  closed  at  8:45  P.M. 


• 


Daniel  P.  Bartsch  .Manager 
Public  Hearings  Unit 
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MONTANA  DEPARTMENT  OF  HIGHWAYS 
Helena,  Montana  59620 


MEMORANDUM 


TO: 


RE 


DATE; 


Steve  Kologi,  Chief,  Preconstruction  Bureau 


FROM:     Don  M.  Harriott,  Administrator,  Engineering  Division 

Commission  Action  ^        v 

Public  Hearing  -  Kalispell  NE  -  F  1-2(33) 


May  9,  1988 


ATTN: 


Dan  Bartsch  -  Manager,  Public  Hearings  Unit 


The  Montana  Highway  Commission  approved  the  Department  proceeding 
with  the  development  of  plans  for  the  project  as  presented  at  the 
public  hearing. 
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